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Bathing is practised as a rain-charm in some parts of Rain-
southern and western Russia. Sometimes after service injjjj?
church the priest in his robes has been thrown down on theandspiink
ground and drenched with water by his parishioners. Some-
times it is the women who, without stripping off their clothes,
bathe in crowds on the day of St. John the Baptist, while
they dip in the water a figure made of branches, grass, and
herbs, which is supposed to represent the saint1 In Kursk,
a province of southern Russia, when rain is much wanted,
the women seize a passing stranger and throw him into the
river, or souse him from head to foot.2 Later on we shall
see that a passing stranger is often taken for a deity or the
personification of some natural power. It is recorded in
official documents that during a drought in 1790 the peasants
of Scheroutz and Werboutz collected all the women and com-
pelled them to bathe, in order that rain might fall.3 An
Armenian rain-charm is to throw the wife of a priest into
the water and drench her.4 The Arabs of North Africa
fling a holy man, willy-nilly, into a spring as a remedy
for drought.6 In Minahassa, a province of North Celebes,
the priest bathes as a rain-charm.6 In Central Celebes
when there has been no rain for a long time and the rice-
stalks begin to shrivel up, many of the villagers, especially
the young folk, go to a neighbouring brook and splash each
other with water, shouting noisily, or squirt water on one
another through bamboo tubes. Sometimes they imitate the
plump of rain by smacking the surface of the water with
their hands, or by placing an inverted gourd on it and drum-
ming on the gourd with their fingers.7 The Karo-Bataks of
Sumatra have a rain-making ceremony which lasts a week.
The men go about with bamboo squirts and the women with
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